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To him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us 
Rings aud priests unto God even to his Futher; to him be glory and dominion forever 
and ever—Amen. Revelations, chap. 1. 
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SACRED COLLOQUY. 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 183. 
NO. 8. 


Mr. Stanssury.—In regard to the arrangement we have heretofore been investiga- 
ting, Bro. Charles, I shall propose, this evening, an illustration, which I hope, may be 
conceived-by you, as equally curious and instructive. : 

The word gospel consists of six letters,and our arrangement, of six items, beginning 
_ with faith: Now it so happens, that the letters in the word Gospel, let them be collo- 
~ ented in any other manner possible, will make no other word in the English language 
whatever: pray, understand me; I mean that, ont of all the letters which compose the 
word gospel, there cannot be any other word formed! ; 

C. Sanprorp.—Well, Sir, what then? 

Mr S.—So it is with the items which constitute the theory of the Ancient Gospel view 
of faith, repentance, &c. By no other collocation of these items can you possibly frame 
another theory which shall be truly Christian! the slightest derangement of them must 
- make the speaker announce sentiments that are not of God; nay, any disorder here, 
must be productive of schism, and. what is not less alarming to the world than 
schism is to the church, such alterations may be made in this order of first principles as 
to render the gospel of Christ of none effect and leave men in their sins rather than 
deliver them from their power. O what infinite blessings _ would the church have been 
made the channel of, had she been caretul to keep things right here! but, as the Psalmist — 
says of things in his day, ‘The foundations of the earth are out of joint, and what can 
the righteous do.’ Men, the most anxious on earth to bring the world to righteousness 

by the preached gospel, feel themselves as imbecil ag,infants on account of the incor- 
‘rect theories according to which they pruclaim the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

- May the Lord hasten furward the happy time when those who watch over the inte_. 
rests of the Christian religion shall see eye to eye and speak the same things, being — 
firmly united in the same mind and same judgment, enlightened and soapeteg theun. 
erring dictates of the word of God! 
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©.—Your style, Sir, is very extraordinary. — 

Mr S.—Not more so than true, beloved ; the paths of the Lord are straight paths; the 
ways of error are crooked as the serpent; and when you Baptists propound as a theory, 
The Holy Spirit, faith, &c., by putting matters out of place, you resemble the person 
who would spell the word Gospel, beginning with the letter E, thus, Egosp!! Preshyte- 
rians spell their word thus, Segop!. Methodists thus. Segop!, Egospl, and Esgop! ; while 
the Episcopolians, less variable in their fundamentals, because less industrious in rear- 
ing their superstructure make out Spgos’l; but the mother institution, the antique Jady » 
patronized by the splendid succession of St, Peter, would, in her ordinary way of work- 
ing wonders, complete her term in P. her theory comprehending er, prelate, vom, 
pardon, penance, and purgatory No gospel without these ! 

- . C.—Your illustration is singular enough, I confess: but, Sir, will you — out to me 
the precise fundamental difference between the theories of the Presbyterians and us 
Baptists? 

Mr S.—Allowing for your different views of baptism, your doctrinal theories are the 
same ; but if baptism is to be taken into the account, then there is the same incongruity 
between your theories that there is hetween the of the letters 
in the word gospel— egosp! and segop!. 

C.£{1 fear I shall exhaust all your ingenuity in making this senile plain without re- 
etiving from you the conviction you so eagerly desire to impart, for I am stilt uncon- 

_ vineed that we'can be wrong: the regular Baptists wrong! the most numerous party 
in the United States wrong! who then can be right? why the whole world must be in 
error if we be wrong, and who can believe it? 

Mr 8.—‘ Incredulity (says Aristotle) is the source of all wisdom,’ and I am not dis- 
pleased, that you should be still unconvinced that you are wrong, although I had ex- 

_ pected that before this you must be convineed that we theoretically are right ;—be not 
alarmed that the whole world should be wrong: this has been many times the case— 
once when Adam transgressed —once in the days of Noah—once at the coming of Christ, 
once in the days of Luther, and now it is almost wholly out of the way again. 


~  -€,—Without dispising the authority of such a philosopher as Aristotle. I would not be | 
thought either the most credulous or most incredulous person in the world Bro. 8. for I 
am not convinced that such is the best of human kind; as for you Ancient Gospel folks 
1 know not whether I could not pretty casily prove, that you are now fully prepared to 
« swallow a mouthful,’ 1 am not sure that you do not now and then gulph a little. 

But, Sir, to the theory you preach. 

Mr 8 —Pardon interruption, Mr Charies,—preach a theory! I protest this is odd 
enough ! 

C.—Ah! not preach a theory! what do you preach? what do you argue for? Is it 
not for the theory of faith, reper tance, &c. &c. I thought this the very end of your ar. 
gument, and the purport of our colloquy. 

Mr 8.—Indeed! We preach Christ, not a theory; but after all, to argue fur a theory 
and to preach it, are very distinct things: none ought to preach a theory; none can 

without one: we preach not the theory of the Ancient Gospel! but only 
". Christ,according to that theory:; and it is indispensible that, that and all others abroad 
should be brought. to the test of Scripture, and proved to be that, atcording to — 
Paul preached Christ ; for Paul himself had a theory, and co 
‘was a theorist. 
‘C.—Well, Sir, I confess I am, my | to your 
owe, not a little gratified by the light which yuur last observations have thrown on this 
subject. I am happy to think I understand you more perfectly than I did before; for! fear 
I have not sufficiently distinguished between preaching theory, aud preaching Chries 
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according toatheory. In this point of view Tam more then ever eonvineed of the real | 


importance of this investigation. — 

Mr 8.—It isof much importance to discriminate where there isa difference, Mr c., 
and if the colloquy which Mr Locke has pleased to permit in his-parlour, be considered 
in reference to its ultimate object, viz, the establishment of acorrect theory, according 
to which to proclaim the name of the Lord Jesus, then it must appear one of the most 
singular and important enquiries into the gospel that has been instituted since _— 

of the Apostles. 

have never doubted the importance of the inquiry, Mr and now see 


and feel it more than ever. I am even well assured, thata theory of one kind or other, 
must be in the New Testament ; but whether yours, or ours, or some one else be that, 


is the question. 
Mr S.—I am happy to see you keep the pointat issue so steadily in view, and would 


just add that I most sincerely wish you may not mistake the terms of our theory for the 


principles and privileges represented by them: when we argue for words we argue for 
the things of which they are the signs; but polemics do not always discriminate, and 
many think it of the very essence of greatness to be able to find fault aud believe them- 
selves right, because, in their own wise judgment, they have proved others wrong ; such 
enquiries after truth, are like the envious man, who would raise himself up by putting 
his fellow down, instead of putting his fellow down by raising himself up. _ é 

C.—I am aware, Sir that words are the signs of our ideas; and our ideas the signs of 
things: when we argue for the first, we argue for the last ; for without terms no inquiry 
could be instituted, no truth in any department of human knowledge could be inves 
tigated. 

Mr 8.— This is very correct, Sir. If we suffered ourselves to be alarmed by the: mere 


recurrence of terms, what should become of us in our bypothetical inductions where _ 


things have no other existence than what is given them by the terms we make use of? _ 
C.—Sir, Iam greatly indebted for all that you have been pleased to say on this point . 
but did not you say in our last, that some preached water instead of Christ? and may 
not some preach this theory of the Ancient Gospel instead of the gospel itself. ane 
Mr &.—Al!! things are liable to be misunderstood and abused; I do-not, however, know 
any one guilty of this mistake. Our time is up: pardon me, Charles—farewell Mr 
Locke, Madam, Mary, John, farewell. May God,our heavenly father bless the family 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Farewell. | : | 


A PLEA 


FOR A NEW VERSION OF THE 
OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES. 
; NO. 2 
Tue christine Scriptures calling upon 
surrender of their souls, spirits, and persons, for timeand for eter- — 
nity, nothing, can be of more importance to madkind than that 


they be put in possession of the ideas, the very ideas, and noth- 
ing but the ideas of their Author.  T done 
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the. medium of the. autographa, or writings of 
those to whom the Communications were at first made; or by MSS. 
of these writings; or by editioas of thes MSS.; or by versions 
of these MSS. and elitions. This will s ffice for the New Testa- 
ment, int which the doctrines of Christianity are cen- 

_ As Christianity constitutes not the whole of revealed religion, 
but ‘only the perfection thereof, and follows a preparatory and 
subsidiary disnensation, as the lisht of in>ra follows the dawning» 
of the day; in other words, as. the Gospel was preceded by the 
Law and wasenade depeadaat upon it for many important things, 
“abis-of paraniouat utility to us that the voice of God in this pre- 
paratory aad subsidiary economy be dis‘inctly apprehoaded: this 
we can attain only through the medium of the auto; zrapha, or 
writings of thos}mea to whom the comm nications in the Law 
were originally made, or by by versioas of, these ‘edi- 
tions and MSS. 

Is, thea,-our present. Baglish Bible, commonly called kiag 
Junge’, because made by his authority, a version of the auto- 
grapha, or original writings of the mea to whom the divi1e com- 
mufhications were at first made; or was it made from MSS.; or 
from. editions of or is ‘the versions, aficieat and 
modern? ss 

But waving for the present of the ‘question con- 
“cerning the source or sources from which the version was made; 
@re.we assured that neither defect, nor redundancy, nor contradic- 
tion, nor inconsisteacy, nor error marks its sacred pages? and ad- 
mitting for the sake of a case, that instances of all thesa are-tobe 
found in our preseat Bible, and numerous instances of all these 
‘too, can it be proved that thev are S) num2rous and s) great as to 
warrant a new version? 

The necessity of understanding the Holy Scriptures is argued 
for in the followiag manner by a Taster: 


1 Asthe Christian retain divine authority, and as the are the au- 
_ thentic record and revelation of it, every Christian, and especially every christian 
teacher is concerned to understand the scriptures, and obliged to’study them with care. 

2 The impo:tance of understanding the Scriptures has never heen denied, though 
» the means of attaining to it have not always been sufficiently attended to, even in the 

of theology. 

3 Phe Scriptures can be understood, only by being studied and interpreted according 
to the genuine, principles of criticisn; and a regular deduction of these. principles, 
illustrated hy examples, seems te be the best method thay, can be taken for asehating stu. 

Cats in the study of the ‘Scriptures. 
““@ lt is from the Scriptareassightly understood that all just opinions in religion a are 
to be derived ; but mnisinterpfetation of it is the certain cause of error. 
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&Phis part of our disc ourse may. be reduced to two general heads ;—the Sources— 

"and the O'jects af_seripture criticism. The consideration of the former will lead us to 
discover the must general and simple principles; the consideration of the tatter will 
‘enable us tocombine these principles, to deduce particular rules, and to apply them 


‘ 


* yIt is not my intention in these papers, to accumulaté from the: 
face of Scriptures, which indeed.were the task of a 'Tiro,a mass 
of errors and inconsistencies, and by a display of them, distin- 
poohed alike for os‘eatation and ignorance, to arouse: the appre- 

ension of my brethren, and s» cause them,. forthwith, to cry. 
aloud fora New Version of the Old Testament; on the contrary, 
as I presume the reader is aware that our present Bible is charac- 
terized» by many excellencies, it will be the object.of this Plea, 
not to declaim againstthe old, but to speak in favor of a new; and, 

. . by directingthe disciples’ minds to the sources and objects of Bib- 
lical criticism as developed by the successive efforts of the dis- 

_ tinguished scholars in the Protestant world, to give him a. taste for 
.  .» the higher branches of christian literature, and breathe into his 
illuminated spirit a generous ardour to excelin that wisdom which 
cometh from above; which is intehded of God to be the salvation 
of the world, and which is so necessory to appreciate the worthof = / 


The sources Of Biblical criticism, says an eminent Scotch critic, are reducible to the 
following : —Manuscripts, and editions of manuscripts; the original languages, kindred. 
tanguages, versioris; the occasion, scope, ad other circumstances of the beoks of // 
Scripture; comparison of Scripture with itself; ancient history and manners; ancies 


Jearning and opinions. 
These are su!iservient to Scripture criticism, either by establishing the true rs 


by ascertaining the seuse, or by displaying the beauties of the Scripture lan 


And on manuscripts and editions of* the books of » 


% 


The first thing necessary for understanding the Scrip to know what the 

author really wrote” 
We cannot determine this by having recource to the 
are long azo lost. | 
There are many MSS. which have heen tra = or 
and many editions published frongMSs.; therefore the sources 
must apply for discovering what the ingpi ners wer 
’ , hooks of Scripture, that the generality can 


tobe known. 


pha, because all these 


ditions differ places from one another, and MSS. differ much 
more, we cannot he certainy#™ originally written, but by a careful examination 
, “ty | MSS. and editions; and therefore is of. great utility that 


ty, consult these, and communicate their discoveries to. 10 : 
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which constitate their authority; things may exist, 

and exist in great numbers, and yet be wholly: devoid of autharity : 
the following distinct-and elegant,chapter on the authiority of MSS. 


by the same author, will, I doubt not, both instruct and delight. 
tite reatler. 


There are catalogues MES, of the Seriptares, some of which, or one 
collected from'them, it wil! be aseful to have ‘constantly at hand. 


Of the New Testament there are several very ancient Mas.; but few MSS. of the 
‘Old Testament are of very great autiquity® 

The. ages of MSS, are ascertained either by testimony or by internal marks; with 
greatest certainty by the latter; nut, mowers by any one mark singly, but by the con- 
junction of several. 


The authority, of a naiibiglnt depends very much on its antiquity; and conse- 
quently it is of importance to ascertain the ages of manuscripts as exactly as possible, 

The principle on whieh antiquity gives authority to a MS. is, that the risk of falling 
into a mistake increases in proportion to the frequericy of transcribing, and theréfore, 
other things being equal, the authority of a MS. is in proportion to its antiquity. 

But, from that very principle there arises an exception to this genesal rule ; viz, that 
a MS certainly copied from one very ancient, tras greater authority than ia writ: 
ten earlier, but copied from “? Ms. of no great untiquity. 

But there: are other cir matances, besides their ages which likewise affect the au- 
thor ty of MSS. 
: $8 of the Hebrew Bible are of. greater or lesa authority onianiing the countries 
* in which they were written, and the person for whose use they were written. 

‘Sowe MSS: show themseives to have been written by persons ignorant of the Yan. 
~ quagéjand on this very account, hay@great authority in favour of readings whichcould 
not have beem-introduced without knowledge of the nig 

Séme MSS. bear plain, marks of being written with care, and therefore have great 

Mathority; ; others of being Ww riiten negligently, and these claim no authority. 
' SS. which have heen “diligently rendered conformable to a particu’ar copy or ver- 


it copy OF version. 


; transcribed from anailier, or MSS transcribed from the same original, or 
cagrest it,can have no separate or independent authority. — 


pts and the authority of MSS. 
at 
tom PAGE 158. 
it has appeared to many that ' 
ed the Divine Spirit to communicat formation which it has — 


vs us on the subject of Bish- 
ops-and Deacons, is rather scanty, if not sh 


of which there aremany instances, have nv authority in cases where they — 
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ishes like the morning cloud, when, by maturity of scriptural re- 
search, we»are enabled justly to estimate the diffzrent modes of 
teaching employed by A Spiritin the Holy Ssriptures. 


"The scriptures, it is well known, makes an abundant use of all 
kinds of figures, many of which are most comprehensive and con- 
vey to us, in a word or phraze, more informatio. than could be 
ee to us in pages of mere literal writins. How many ideas 

undershepherds, their cares and duties, and of their flocks and 
feedings, are suggested in the fizurative use of a single word, when 
Jesus is called the ‘Chief Shepherd,’ ‘And when the Chief Shep- 
herd shall appear, then shall you (the Pastors of the Church) also 
appeaf with him inglory!’ Again when he is styled ‘ Bishop of 
Souls’ how many ideas of responsibility, if those charged with the 
oversight of particular portions of the children of God, and who 
watch fur our souls as those who must give an account to ‘the Great 
Bishop! How many thoughts arise in the mind concerning the 
officers, and concerning the whole army of the faith, en Jesus 
is styled the Captain of our Salvation! 

The church is named the flock of God, ‘the family, the city, the 
kingdom of God,. and each of these figures conveys to us a train 
- of ideas concerning her organization, &c. which it would take a/ 

‘Jeng time to exhibit in literal language. © 

It is, however, not the only advantage derived four the use of 
» thatthere is, by them, thrown iato the mind a more abun- 
dant and varied knowledge; but the meaning, nature, characteris 
tics and uses of things, als 0, are, as it were locked up in them, so — 
that they cannot be taken from mankind by either malice, or error, 
or time! for example, how many conceits have been framed about 
the word Baptize? Sprinkling, pouring, washing, wiping, -dip- 
ping, and crossing have all been suggested and practised as the ac 
tions which go to define the word Baptism! but 1n the figurative 
use.of words, which represent facts known.to all mankind, or ra- 
‘ther in the figurative use of these facts themselves, for it suggests 
itself to me that language is never figurative, but only the things 
represented by laguage, the Divine Spirit has forever aches up 

fhe meaning of the word Baptism. 


Baptism, as enjoined by Christ, is set forth figuratively by the 


facts of a burial and resurrection: any actions therefore which 


_ do not put the disciple out of sight and bring him again in éo sight, 
as is done in a burial and resurrection, cannot constitute the lit- 


@ral fact of Baptism because they fail to fill up the figure. Again 


is called a. birth born of water, &c. Now that which is 
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born comes tnio sight; por’ any uso of water in this jini 
therefore which does not bring the person inéo, sight, and this can | 
be done only after he has been put out of sight, cannotbe the fact, 
because there is nothing invit to-fill the figure. For instance, there 
is nothing. in sprinkling to fiil the fizures of a burial and reswrrec- 
tion; nothing that can fill the figures of a birth—nothing that can 
fill the me euning of a planting and raising.’ Is there any thing! in 
sprinkling that bears the.shadow of. a likeness toa burial, a 
rection, a birth, a planting of seeds, a growing up of these seeds! 
surely no. Sprinkling i is not baptism then, and so of all other uses 
of water where, to fill the nia the as pan is not put out of sight 
and brought into sight. i 


. Now the use, to which I wish ‘to turn aie premises, is this. * 

“It has been thought, as was observed above, that the sibject of 
Bishops and Deacons is a little obscurely or scantily discoursed of 
in the New ‘Testament; but if regard is had to the proper manner 
of reading on this sabject, we shall sce that it is left bv Scripture 
authors free from all obscurities, and that between phrase and fig- 
ure, we are in pcss2ssion of a plentiful store of information con- 
‘cerniag——lIst, the existence; 2d, the qualifications; 3d, the char- 
acter; 4th, the duties, and 5th, the ranks of the several officers 
in the Christian church. Nay, i in styling the church a family, a 
City, a “kingdom, &c. God has not only locked up the fact that 
the churelfis an organized society, though the original word eccle- 
sia, does: nct necessarily imply it; but he has, also, in this manner, 
put iia the power of one age to redeem itself from the errors of 


_ another, and in spite'of all the quibbles which is constantly prac- ~ 


tised about literal language, todetermine by these figures, with all 
useful precision, every thing relative to both the church and to her 
officers. 

With other things the human body is osed figuratively of the 
church: and so in one place he says ridley isbut one body—titerally 
- one church ; but as‘living bodies are animated by one spirit,.and 
only one, so he says that in the body or Church of Christ there is 
‘one spirit? Having thus selected a body animated by its own 
particulal spirit as a figure of the church of Christ animated by 
_the spirit of Christ, he then informs us that all the operations of 
‘the body is the result of the spirit which: fills it. ‘There are di- 
versities of gifts, but the same spirit, and when a portion of this. 
spirit, is given to any one member, it is lor the of the whole, 
and not for any private purpose. It should be observed also, that 
a body is employed figuratively for both thé whole church, as 
where it is said ‘ His body the church,’ and also for a single con- 
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gregation, asin 1 Cor. 12 27—‘Ye are soma, a body of Christ and 


_members ia particular, and from this fizure the Apostle reis>as to” 


the unity of the congrezationa, the d ity, res poasibility and mutual 
sympathy of its particular minders, their location in the body by _ 
the sovereiga spirit, their depeadeace oa each other, and the folly” 
of repining at the fuactioas which they were destined to fulfil in 
the body. 

Now as every body mis: havea aggre. aad hands, in as mich as 
it requires to be served and overs321, s>) whea the whole church is 
set forth in the fiz ire spokea of; i 9318 is said to be the head—‘ and 
he is the head of the body, the ch: rch,’ i.e. the whole church or 

neral ass2inbly ; and of this imm:2.s2 b ody, made up of the saints 
of all ages from Adam to the resirrestion: Aage!s are the s2r- 
vants or Deacons! Are they (the azels) siys the apostle, not all 
ministering spirits, forth to minisver uato thos2 why shall be 
heirs of salvation!’ What glorious thoights are comm tnicated 


tous inthe Scriptures concer: ag the ie establishm2at called 


the church! she soreadeth herseif aoroad all the nations of 
the World, g gathering from the diverse tongues, tanguages,kiadreds, 


tribes, people and kingdoms, into 0.3, ali ths excalle at of the earth 


that have ever lived, now live, or sail live.» the c ong 1m nation 
of the present state; waited upon a.s» by all the host/of/hoaven, 
while her head is ia the heaveas—Jasis the Son of GF. clo- 
rious-to behold! Geths2mane aad the agony ther@of are past; 
Casar and his men of war; Puiiate to», a: id Pilate’ bargthe xi 
the scourge, the cross, the spear, the grave,are fi ver n> more. 
He sits ia the heaveas the Kiag of siiats, the Lord of myriads 
of Gaming the Glory of the univers:! Hae Lamb that 
was slaiu! 


*O Jesus, the wonder, the glory the love! wie fs 
Of angelsand glorified spirits above, 
And saints, thnugh they see the not, yet deatif ee, 


Rejoicing ir hope of thy glory! J // f 
Worthiness dwells in thee, 
Beauty and majesty ; 
| Power, honor, dominion and life rest oft ) 


© thou chiefest among the ten thousands | 


‘Iti is not, hawever, the general assembly with / its great Bishop 
and angelic ministers that this paper was intended to discourse 
upon, but the particular churches, with their under Bishops and 
— but thus far at present. The Lord bless the brethren. 
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THE EVANGELIST, 
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FOR THE EVANGELIST.—No. I. 

But few men distinguished for their talents and erudition, who 
have had sufficient originality to strike out a new path, have re- 
ceived that applause which was their due. If they make an im- 
portant discovery, others contest it with them, or the value of their 
labours is net appreciated for years afterwards. Lord Bacon was 


-» remonstrated against in his day by Sir Thomas Bodley, for his 
~ new mode of Philosophising. No contemporary appears to be able 


to put a due estimate on the excellence of original thinking. The 
distincuished philososopher just named, to whom the world is so 
greatly indebted for his principles of inductive Philosophy, was 
not even understood in his day. Sir Edward Coke, wrote some 
miserable and bitter verses against a copy of the Instauration 
presented him by Bacon; and James I, declared. respecting it that 
like God’s power ‘It passeth all understanding.’ The labours of 
Luther in translating the Scriptures, and in developing the prin 
ciples of the Reformation; but few put a just value on; he was 
abused and reproached, and his efforts to disfranchise the mind 
from the dominion of error, subjected him to the severest repro- 
bation. John Wesley met the same fate; he and his followers were 
branded with the name of Methodist by reproach, a name now as- 
sumed as the distinguishing badge of a numerous and respectable 
sect of christians. And may we not add, that the names of those 
justly diStinguished men, who in this day have been so successful 
in removing the false opinions so prevalent in the world respecting 
Christianity, and of presenting to view the’native beauty and ex- 
cellence of the New Institution, have, on account of their labours, 
and devotion to the truth, been subjected to the most disgraceful 
epithets; their views have. been ignorantly or wantonly misrepre- 
sented, and the most undue measures have been adopted to arrest 
their successful promulgation, but in vain, for even now, at this 
present time, they are commending themselves by the doctrine tl 
exhibit to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. ‘That part 
of the community called, the world, hear them gladly. The very 
persons to whom the word oi this salvation is sent, and who are 
toenjoy the immediate benefits of it are giving their attention toit, _ 
and many of them already have verified the truth of Paul’s asser- 
tion “That the gospel is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believes’ it. ‘The whole of our country is ripe for the 
harvest, and we have nothing to do but to thrust in our sickles and 
an abundant crop will be gathered. — | | 
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ria, and made known to the uttermost parts of the earth by the — 


apostles of Jesus Christ, are now proclaimed among us, and the 
same effects produced then, are now witnessed—were the 
then smitten by the word? soare they now. Did the apostlespreach 


a salvation that was nigh them? so do we now. Did those that’ 


hear it desire an immediate possession of it? so do the people now. 
Was the question by the believing penitent—‘ What shall we do?’ 


promptly answered—‘ Reform and be immersed every one of you, ; 
_ in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of your sins?’ sois _ 


it now. And did the people readily receive the answer? so do they 
now. And did the apostle regard the people as saved who thus be- 
lioved and obeyed? so do we now. Were the people happy, daily 
_ rejoicing in the, salvation they received? so are they at this time. 


Let us therefore be encouraged, and redouble our efforts, we are 


engaged in a work that cannot come to nought; our labour shall 
_ not be in vain in the Lord; The seed now sown, like that cast 
upon the waters of the Nile, when it overrun its banks, will be seen 
after many days, thriving luxuriantly, and producing abundantly. 
DISCIPULUS. 


Criticism. 


In the 7th No. 3rd vol. M. H. 202 p. Professor Stuart has these 


words, ‘a person may be baptized into a thing’ (doctrine)}—so in 
Math. iii. 11. ‘F baptize you with water into (eis) repentance, 


i. e. into the profession and. belief of the reality and necessity of 


repentance, involving the idea that themselves professed to be the 
of it. 

. In Acts, xix. 3. we have ‘ into (eis) one body? all in the like sense, 
viz. By baptism the public acknowledgement is expressed of be- 
lieving in and belonging to a doctrine, or one body; so in Acts ii. 
38. baptized on account of Jesus Christ into (eis) the remission 
of sins, that is, into the belief and reception of this doctrine; in 


other words, ‘by baptism and profession, an acknowledgement 
of this doctrine, on account of Jesus, was made.’ 


With all deference to the erudition and biblical knowledge of — 


r Stuart, this exegesis appears to me to be exceedingly 
for the following reasons: and Ist. the assumption is made, 
that under John’s teaching, the Jews’ were called upon to be bap- 
tized into a thing, by which he would have us to understand a doc- 
trine!! Now permit me to: say, that it was not the intention of 
John to call the attention of the multitudes to a mere doctrine to be 
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"\fom. The same remarks will apply equally as forcibly to the 


received as true and proper, but to that which the doctrine implied 
and enforced ; not toa kelief in a tenet, but the actual performance 
of a thing ; ant to acquiesce in the necessity of obeying a call, bus 
to obey it!! or in other words, not a reception in the mind of the 


“duty of iadoaies, but a call to an actual change of mind and of 


life. They were, indeed, baptized into a thing uhich was.a some- 
thing to Le done; not a doctrine of reformation, but reformation 
itself ; in n.eised into refer maticn, or in order that they might re- 


teaching of the Aposties, in regard to the remission. They com- 
manced the people not to ke taptized into a belief of the value or 

importaneeof remission, or the telief of the doctrine, but into an 
actual and bona fide remission, which remission, they were, out 
of tefore they reformed, and were immersed in order to 
obtain it. 

‘It would bea strange thing for an Alien to be naturalized into a 
belief of the excellenceand glory of the republican institutions of 


_ our country, instead of an adoption into the number of our free 


citizens, and an actual enjoyment of the rights of citizenship. 
CRIsPvs. 


FOR THE EVANGELIST .—NO. 2. 


The Caitlin Institution i is the most benign and gracious of all 
the great things that has ever been seen or knownon earth. It is. 
the house of the living God—the temple of the Holy Spirit—the — 
bedy of Christ—the bride—the lamb’s wife—the new Jerusalem, 
with all its kings, and priests, and alters, and sacrifices, and towers, 
and pallaces, and riches, and glory, let down from Heaven, by its 
mest august and glorious founder, to enlighten the earth—to glad- 
den the nations, and toresound the high praises of Gcd,our Heaven- 
ly Father, and of Jesus Christ, our Lord, to the day of eternity. 


_ Abraham, the father of telievers, and friend of God, and all 
_ the illustrious men of ancient times, whose names areiield i in. ve- 


neration among us, lived under an economy, in which perfection 


_ could not Le given to the consciences and the character of men; 


‘would not be once named under 


great and gocd as they were, they would not be permitted to enter 
under the reign of Jesus, and enjoy the blessings we now possess, 
without other qualification than thcse they had, and however emi- 
nent they were, in their day, for their faith, and behaviour, it 
dispensation of favor and 
f in the shade, under the radi 


truth. They are thrown altoge 
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anceand glory of those beams, that issue from the sun. of righ- 
teousness, and that fall upon and beautify and adorn the character 
and life of the christian. What is their faith and courage, know- 
_ ledge and temperance, patience and godliness, love and benevo- 

lence, to that which the christian institution calls for? ‘when much 
is given, much is required.’ But who now has the faith and self- 


devotion of Abraham? Who, the generosity, piety and beneficence 


of Melchisedek; the meekness, the honesty, the purity of Joseph; 


or even the tithe part of the munificence of the tribes of Israel? © 


Ah! my brethren, we fall infinitely short of attaining the spirit of 
the glorious age, under which we live,—we are a poor, pitiful, 
meagre race, in comparison to what we should be; instead of ar- 
riving at perfect manhood, we are but children in knowledge, faith 
and obedience, while in works of the flesh, we are too much like 
men. | | 
Look at the christian world, or rather let us look at ourselves— 
What are we asa body of disciples doing? A few choice spirits 
among us, are calling upon the people to reform, and be converted ; 
-with considerable success,—they are preaching and teaching by 


day and night, spending their time, employing their energies of _ 


body and mind, and leaving their families to do good to the world, 
and to build up and set in order the church of God; and who 
among us love them but in word ?—who love them in deed, and in. 
truth? Who contribute out of their abundance to them, who lay 
by in store as God has prospered them for the support of these 


men? who attends to the injunction? ‘ Let him that is taught in 


the word, communicate in all good things to him that teacheth. 
- Brethren, the fountain of christian benevolence is dried 
among us; the love for good men, manifested by care, for their 
health and comfort, isscarcely known. The great christian vir- 
tue of contributing to the necessities of those who are bearing re- 
proach and shame, on account of Christ, and who are devoting 


their lives to the work of converting the world to primitive chris | 


tianity, is lost sight of. ‘Those rare and choice spirits, who, if so 
disposed, might become distinguished and wealthy in any profes- 
sional pursuit, are now toiling and drudging to restore the Church 
to her original excellency, that she may become the joy of the 
whele earth; standing upon the walls of the ancient city, with a- 
_ sword in one hand, and a stone in the other, as in the days of Ne- 
hemiah, with scarcely a soul in the enclosure, so kind, as to wipe 
the sweat from their brow, to brush the dirt from their thread- 
bare garments, or so generous as to give them a cup of cold water, 
ora loaf of bread, much less, a house, to shelter them from ‘the 
pitiless storm.’ 
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~ These things ought not so to be. Brethren, ‘God is not 
mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he reap.” lay 
‘it down as a truth that is impregnable, that a congregation of dis- 
‘ciples, having a Bishop or Bishops, presiding over them, who la- 
bor in word and teaching, and who in consequence thercof, are 
‘not able to support themselves and families, must look to and ex- 
pect all necessary and practicable aid from that ehurch, and she 
failing to do so, has forfeited all claims to common honesty, or to — 
christian kindness. 


DISCIPULUS. | 


Wok. 


CONVERSATION. 
ASSEMBLY’S CATECHISM. 


Spring had thrown its richest mantle round the world :-the vernal rain cloud sifted 
its limped treasure unconstrained upon the tender herb: the orchard, garden, grove and 
forest smiled and sparkled with the thick descending rain: the creeks and rivers sus: 
tained a gentle rise, and flowed softly: the birds upon the forest boughs picked and 
washed themselves in honour ofapproaching nuptials, and the cattle dashing through the 
verdant brake, browsed the tender shrub, or new born grass, and wiped away the sad re" 
mains of pinching winter: while man touched with the commcn impulse of the year, 
shewed in his gladsome eye, that neither was he insensible to spring’s unnumbered joys. — 

Fain would I paint the beauties of Hareden, at this delightful season, where all was 
one embowering mass of verdure.— willows, and vines, and ivy, and poplars shooting to 
the heavenly azure; quinces and flowering peaches, and budding rose-bushes, honey. 
sucies and lilacks washed and flouncing their china-coloured bundles of sweetest odors 
over all the dOmains of Hareden, bat 


| ‘Who can paint 
Like Nature? Can imagination boast 

. Amid its gay creation, scenes like hers? 
Or can it mix them with that matchless skill, 
And loose them in each other, as appears 
Tn every bud that blows? If fancy then 
Unequal fail beneath the pleasing task, 
Ah! what shall language do?’ 


Under the umbrageous shades that covered Hareden lay beds of flowers, some or 
_ which now hung forth their delicate leaves, and bade the eye of man to stoop and 
view their Jow but lovely forms; while the broad meadows, spreading around, and 
“studded over with oaks and elms and starry cheenuts, and other favorite timber, in the 
shape of cones and pyramids, and fanes, poured forth their redundant harvest of Tim- 
othy and ray, and clover, and gave, for the, brown herds, the riches of the season. | 

O Nature ! all-sufficient over all! | 

Enrich me with the knowledge of thy works, _ 
Snatch me to heaven, and show thy wonders there 
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World upon world, in infinite extent, 
Profusely scattered o’er the blue immense ! 


_ Evening came on, and the rain cloud that had played off its watery artiliery on field 
and forest during the day, now split into dense fragments of broken cloud, amid which, 
the sun seemed to sport himself like a Phenix, before he dow nward soars. ay 


“When t enshrine his relies in the sun’s bright temple, 
To Egyptian Thebes he flies ’ | 


‘The Locke family, with some visitants, sat in'the parlour, busied in the high affairs of 
life eternal. Mary was facinated with the sublime spectacle of the sun, as he seemed to 
 yoll himself above among the clouds; and that she might the better behold the scene, 

euddonly thraw up the window, but not taking heed to a snow ball bush which pressed 

itself heavily against the sash, she received the whole uf its watery contents, upon her 
lovely person, which now shown like the spring itself. 

Mr R. who attended this evening, said, laughing, you baptists are fond of water. 

But not in the form of sprinkling, replied Mary, smiling. Thensaid Mr R. who saw 
Mary wet from head to foot? Take it, dear child, as you have got it; these things 
are pretty much as One thinks. 

‘ Thinks,’ said Mr Stansbury, that word ‘thinks,’ hale me in mind of an anecdote, 
told me by friend Rogers, of an old dutch lady, who was present one day at an immer- 
sion. 

‘As we were returning from the river, said he,a lady who bétodged’ to the Methodists 
and who had imbibed the loose sentiments of that people on the holy ordinance; ob- 
served to the old sister. ‘It was very proper people should be baptized by immersion 
if they thought it right ; but for myself, said she, I believe that sprinkling or pouring 
will do just as well.’ ‘ Thought it right!’ exclaimed the old lady; Was it proper in 
Paul to persecute the Saints, because he ‘thought it right?’ Surely no, answered the 
Methodist. Well then, replied the Belgic Sister, we have no right to think; God has 
thought for us, and he has written his thoughts in a and itis not ours to think, but 
todo!” 

Charles who saw the bearing of the anecdote, and knew 1 was tn the way of Stans- 
bury to improve every thing for the obedience of the faith; said, well Mr S, you are 
most untiring; you will make no allowance for faith alone, whatever. I verily believe 
you will keep this thing doing and obeying before our eyes, until we are allin your sen- 
timents together. ~ One would suppose, you had chosen for your maxim, the old proverb, 
* acenstant drepping wiil wear a stone,’ but in a good cause, ' it is eared meritorious to 
be persevering: and so I also shall tell my anecdote, 

.King Robert Bruce, the restorer of the Scottish moncrchy, being out one ma recon, 
noitering the enemy, lay at night ia a barn, belonging to a loyal cottager.- In the morn- 
ing, still reclining his head on the pillow of straw, he beheld aspider climbing up the 
beam of che roof. The insect fell to the ground, but immediately made a second effort 
to ascend. This attracted the notice of the hero, who, with regret, saw the spider fall 
a second time, from the eminence: it made a third unsuccessful attempt, Not without 
mixture of concern and curiosity, the monarch, twelve times, béheld the insect baffled 
in his design ; but its thirteenth essay was erown2d with success: it gained the summit 
_of the barn: when the king starting from bis couch, exclaimed, » This despicable insect 
_ has taught me perseverence! I will follow its exampie—have I not been twelve times 

defeated by the enemy's superior force? On one fight more oy the independence of | 
my country.’ Ina few days, his anticipations were reglized, by, Se glorious result to 
Scotland of the battle of Bannockburn, 
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and might teach me to persevere in my 
endeavours after religious usefulness, if I had not before me a higher example than 
that of either the prince, orthe spider, I mean the example of my Lord Jesus Christ, 
who, forthe joy that was set before him, set his face steadily, tu go to Jerusalem, where 
he endured the cross, despising the shame, and is now set down on the right hand of the 


b 


| majesty in the heavens. ek 


It is said of, Edward the black prince, observed Mr Locke, whose bosom heaved with 
the most dignified sentiments concerning the Divine Father—That he never fought a 
battle, which he did not win; and of the Duke of Marlborough, that ne never besieged 


-acity, which he did not take. . I wish you all success, Brother 8. in you efforts, to cor- 


rect the sentiments of Mr Charles, and some others ; and though, I would not point to 
either the first or the last of these heroes as your example, yet you will allow, that the 


cause you espouse, demands of us all, every thing that was found in them, and in the 
prince, and in the spider too. 


The following is related of the munificence of Alexander the great : 


¢ That prince had a famous but indigent Philosopher in his court : this adept in science 
was once particularly straitened in his circumstances: to whom alone should he apply, 
but to his patron, the conqueror of the world? His request was no sooner made than 
granted. Alexander gave him a commission to receive of his treasurer, whatever he 
wanted; he immediately demanded in his Sovereign’s ‘name, ten thousand pounds. 
the treasurer, surprised at so large a demand, refused to comply ; but waited upon the 
king, and represented to him the affair, adding withal, how unreasonable he thought the 
petition, and how exhorbitantthe sum. Alexander heard him with patience: but as 
goon as he had ended his remonstrance, replied, ‘Let the money be instantly paid: I 
am delighted with this philosopher’s way of thinking—he has done me a singular honor; 
by the fargencss of his request, he shows the high idea he has conceived, both of my 


superior wealth, and my royal munificence.’ 


BeforeMr Locke had time to make of this anecdote the use he wished to, Mr Stans- 


bury said ‘The idea which the philosopher had conceived of the royal munificence 


was admirable; still he felt much more attracted by the lofty reliance in the God 
of Abraham, which that Patriarch conceived after his conquest of the kings, when 
he said to the ruler of Sodom, who offered him the spoils, ‘I have lifted up my hand 
unto the Lord, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth, that I will 
not take from a thread to a shoe-latchet; and that I will not take any thing that 
is thine, lest thou shouldest say, ‘J have made Abraham rich.’ 

Mr Locke replied, that the dignified confidence which the Patriarch manifested in 
the Divine Father, was most admirable, and he felt ee desirous that it might 
be imitated by all present. 

Mrs. Locké said she could relate a very pretty ‘anecdote, which she had read 
in Whitecross, and she thought it would not be foreign to the conversation. — 

A lady, said she, who had just sat down to breakfast, had a strong impression 
wpon her mind, that she must instantly carry a loaf of bread to a poor man, who 
lived about half a mile from her house, by the side of a common. Her husband 
wished ‘her either to pospone taking the loaf of bread till after breakfast, or to send it 
by her servant; but she cliose to take it herself, instantly. As she approached the hut, 
alié heard the sound of a human voice: willing to hear what it was, she stept softly, un. 
perceived to the door. She now heard the poor man praying, and among, other things 
he said, ‘O Lord, help me; Lord thou wilt help me—thy providencé cannot fail; 
and although my wife, self and children have no bread to eat, and it is now a whole day 
éince we had any , I know thou wilt supply me though thou shouldst again rain down — 
manna from heaven. Thelady could wait no longer; she opened the door. Take this 
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loaf, said she, and be encouraged to cast your care upon Him that careth for you, wa ee 
when you ever want a loaf of bread, come to my house. a 
It now appeared as if every one in the room must tell an anecdote, ond young John a 
said, he had read the following in the same author, 
4Frederick, the late king of Prussia, having rung his bell one day, and nobody answer-— 4 
ing, opened the door and found the page in waiting, asleep on a sofa. He was just go- 
ing to awake bim, when he perceived the end of a paper out of his pocket, on which | 
_” something was written, this excited his curiosity ; he pulled it out ; and found it to bea 
fetter fromthe mother of the page, thanking him for part of his wages which he had 
sent herasa very timely assistance, and in conclusion, beseeching God to bless him for.. 
his filial duty. The king stept softly to his room, took a rojeau of ducats, anc slipt them 
with the letter, into the pages pocket. Returning to his chamber, he rung so violently, 
that the page awoke, opened the door, ard entered. ‘ You have been asleep said the. 
king. The page attempted to excuse himself and in his embarrassment, happening to 
jes his hand into his pocket, felt with astonishment, the roleau, He drew it out, tarn- 
ed pale, and looking at the king, burst into tears, without being able to speak a word, 
What is the matter said the king? What ails you? Ah! sire, said the young man, 
throwing himself at his majesty's feet, ‘ somebody wishes to ruin me; I know not how 
‘Leame by this money in my pocket,’ What God bestows, resumed the king, he bestows 
in sleep,» send the money to your mother ; salute her in my 
{ shall take care of both her and you.’ 

You tell this, I perceive, my dear John, that we may cast our care upon God. Yes 
sir, replied the young convert, and also on account of the beautiful thoughts conveyed 
of the divinity in the German proverb. 

Mr Stansbury added, ‘ Mr Whitecross has eves wet fascination around the assem 

-  bly’scatechism, by the immense mass of anecdotes which he has appended to the par- 

’ —‘ tieular questions ; he thought however, that they might have been turned to a better use 
and was, upon the whole, sorry to see so much pains taken to recommend a book, 
which he thought, exerted no good influence over the minds of children. He was of. 
Edward Irwin’s opinion on the subject of catechisms, and all other formulas of doctrine, 
who said ‘The Christian public are prone to preoceupy themeelves with the admiration 
of those opinions by which they stand distinguished as a church or sect from oth- 
er Christians, and instead of being unfettered to receive the whole council of the 
divinity, they are prepared to welcome it no further than it bears upon and stands 
with opinions which they already favour. To this prejudgment the use of cate- 
chisms mainly contributes, which, however serviceable in their place, have the dis- © 
advantage of presenting the truth in a form altogether different from what it oe- ou 
eupies in the word. In the one it is presented to the intellect chiefly—in the _ 
other, it is presented more frequently to the heart; to the affections; to the imagina- a 
tion; to the fancy and to all the faculties of the soul. In early youth, which is soap- | 
plied to, with those early compilations an association takes place between religion 
and intellect, and a divorcement of religion from the other powers of the inner 
man. 

This derangement, judging from observation and experience, it is exceedingly difficult 
to put to rights in after life; and as it comes to pass, that, in listening tothe oracles of 
religion, hig intellect is chiefly awake, and the better part of the menage—those 
which address the heart and ‘ts affections, those which dilate and enlarge our imagina- 

ion of the godhead, and those which speak tu the various sympathies of our nature, 
we are by use of these narrow disqualified 


A German Proverb. 
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than positive, and his love for the scriptures had taught him only to disregard it with- 
eritering into particular examination of its defects. Mr Stansbury’s observa tion, 
therefore, seemed for a moment, to rouse him in its behalf, and he said, Mr 8.,1I have 
not, I confess, considered, heretofore, the assembly's chatechism in the light of Mr 
Irvine’s Objection, and I do not, at present, see that, just to enlighten the intellect; it 
lays ascheme of education open to much or serious objections, but stil! the formula of 
doctrine, in question, may be of less value than many people imagine. 

Tt is in the order of nature, replied Mr 8. to connect knowledge with feeling, and in 
the first instance, to make us acquainted with external objects, through the medium of 
“their best relations, as when the child approaches the mother through the breast, and. 
the innumerable instances of her fond endearments; and as #t is in nature, so it is in 
religion ; nothing is communicated in the bible for the mere sake of making us know it, 
bat for the sake of our improvement in righteousness, and the love of God. If, for 
gustanice, it is told us, that Christ had loved us, it is for the important moral that we 
algo Should tove one another. 

 Butin the catechism every thing is addressed to the intellect, exclusively, and hand- 
Other purpoee, seemingly, than to let us know, or make us believe it. 
There is no moralist in the catechism, because there is no feelingthere. It would 
suit mankind if they had nothing but heads: with those who have heart and affections, 

‘ it is of no value, and to such children who are all heart and affection together, and 
whose intellect is wholly undeveloped, it is the most detestable of all books. Chil- 
dren should be taught to read the simple narations in the book of Genesis, and old men 
be made to study the catechism, if they will be Presbyterians, instead of christians, 


| 


+ But wisdom is justified by all her children.” 


lovely in the estimation of all those who are 
that for her own sake, she is received by all who knew her. Does Johan in humble al- 
tire, and with austire manners, present her, ali the children of truth, all the sons of 
wisdom, justify and approve her? The vessel is not perceived for the delicious wine it 
offers to the lip—the casket is unnoticed for the brilliancy and richness of the jewels it 
contains; but the spirit of a sect isnotthat which permeates the body of the children 
of wisdom; it is too contracted and selfish; it loves its own—not that of others; it has 
no affections for those that are without, it. can listen too, nor receive any thing from men 
of other caste—it has ears, but it hears not—eyes, but it sees not, beyond what addreus- 
es them in their own little precincts. If one should appear among them, bearing anoth- 
er name, and presenting a doctrine, such as even wisdom herself approves of—thoughi'so 
itlustrious as John, the Immerser, or Jesus, the Nazarene, they can see no excellence in, 
nor receive any communicaions from him, the one has a demon—the other is a friend of 
pablicans and sinners, or as in modern times, this one is a New light, and that one a 
Campbellite—they fitst brand with a reproachful name, and then giut their malicious 
spirit with all that they conceive, is hatefnl about those that wear it—they hang meri- 
tricious and contemptible trappings upon them, and then deride and mock them, as 
though they intrinsically belonged tothem. The spirit therefore of a sect is a false and 
lying spirit, ‘ But wisdom ls justified by all her children,’ and may we not ” “That 
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We walk by faith, hoa by sight.” 
This is the true principle which distinguishes the christian from 
the man of the world, which directs, controls, and governs him 
through life; he walks by faith, not only is he possessed of faith 
in the testimony of the most high, but obedience to his righteous 
‘he walks by faith,’ so that faith is one thing, and 
| ion by igh faith another. Just as light is one thing, and walk- 


ing by dight, another. The traveller who has a long and tedious _ 


_ journey before him, would act very foolishly, who, because he 


thought that there would be no necessity for him to walk, in order to 
reach the end of his journey. ‘The mere power of seeing, will not 
compensate for the want of doing. The sight of the traveller isin- 
dispensibly requisite to enable him to prosecute his journey with 
ease, with pleasuré, and success; it will assist him in selecting the 
most practicable route, to avoid all the by-paths, and cross roads, 
and to discern the finger posts, as well as to survey the interesting 
regions of country, over which he passes—here the broad plain ex- 


tends itself as far as the eye can reach; rich and luxuriant beyond | 


description—there the lofty mountain lifts its summit to the region 
- of perpetual snow—here the majestic river bears upon its yielding 

waves the commerce of a thousand sails, and there the gushing 
¢ateract pours its rising waters, through the greensward admi- 
nistering health and joy to all who lave in, or drink of its waters, 
Far beyond from some lofty Pisgah, he discovers the land that is 


afar offi—the delectable scenery enchants and inspires him, The _ 
city of habitations, with all its _ palaces, and spires, its walls and _ 
towers rises to his sight, and the prospect of meeting friends, and _ 
kindred, and the beloved of his heart, causes him involuntarilyto = / 
hasten onwards. Faith is therefore to the mind, what sight 


is to the body; we walk by the one asalso by the other; deprived 
of either, we stumble and fall; astonished and bewildered, we are 
unable to advance, ‘and as light is sweet, and it is a pleasant 


thing to behold the sun,’ so faith is sweet in the word of the Lord, . 
and a most desirable and blessed thing it is to behold the Sun of | 


In walking, three things are implied. Ist, A determination to 
2nd, A place to goto. 3rd, A road to travel over. So he 
t walks by faith, must be determined in his course; he must be 
inclined from the high considerations of honour, glory, immorfetli- 
ty and eternal life, toenter upon one of the most interesting and 
eventful journeys, that can occupy the attention of man: and it is 


fine optical nerves, or most perfect and acute powers of vision, - 
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- God, by his benevolence, in the gift of his Son—in the forgiveness 
of sins for the past, by his favour, and the Holy spirit, given to us 
for the future, who thus works in us, to will and to do. 


' ~The place.of our destination is heaven—The city which has 


foundation, whose builder and framer is God—The abode of all 
_ the good, the wise, the happy, from Abel to the last of the chil- 


Zion, Jehovah is thy strength, 
Secure we'll rest from all our foes, 
And weary travellers at length | 
Within thy sacred walls repose.’ 


_ 4Beloved,’ now are we the children of God, but it doth not yet 
what we shall be, but this we know, that when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him ashe is. Every 
one thathas this hope in Him, purifies himself, even as he is pure.’ 
The road over which we pass is inanenemies land. 
¢ Dangers of every shape and name, . én 

_ Surround the followers of the lamb.’ ata 


It is a high, and straight, and narrow road, trodden once by Je- 
sus, the author and finisher of the faith—His footsteps are deeply 
‘impressed thereon, in blood, and his voice is gently heard along it. 

_ ©This is the Way, walk ye im it;’ or again, ‘lam the way;’ his. 


example, and his doctrine constitutes the path in which we are to 


scrupulously obey; but most unfortunately, this prophet law- 
giver is 1 mes to the only prophet, whom we are now to hear, 
and the only lawgiver, who can save and can destroy. He who 
walks by feeling, cannot walk by faith; ‘and without faith, it is 
“impossible to please God.’ If Abraham had walked by feeling, 
would he have gathered-up his all, and haye left. his home, and 
kindred, to go, he knew not whither, at the yoice of God? If 
he had walked by feeling, would he have left his aged companion, 
and have taken Isaac, her only son, the strength of their age— 
the heir of most illustrious promises, and have taken a journey of 
three days to mount Moriah, to have offered him up in sacrifice to 


no 
| 
L) walk, or the lines by which we are to run, that we may obtain the 
i prize of our high calling, from above. 
a ‘Too many walk by sight or by feeling, and not by faith. Un- 
ji less they feel like praying or singing, reading or hearing, assem- 
bling together, and obeying Jesus, they will do neither; feeling is 
q withthem both a prophet and lawgiver; the instructions of one 
they listen.to most devoutly, and the laws of the other, most 
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God? Hadhe acted under the impulseof feeling, either of sym-— 
pathy for his aged Sarah, or of affection and tenderness for his _— 
beloved Isaac, or even if he had paused to reason upon the conse- 
quences of his death, that the promise of God must fail; thathe 
could not be the progenitor in whom and in whose seed the nations —— 
of the earth should be blessed—he‘never would have obeyed the _ u 
voice of the Lord, nor have become heir of the righteousness which 
is; by faith. But he was strong in faith, giving glory to God, 
knowing what God had promised, he was able also to perform. 

He who walks by faith is more concerned about the present,and | 

~ less about the future, as regards the affairs of this life, anxiously a 
desirous to do the will of God to day; to do what he commands ia 

now, and to leave all consequences in his hands—To morrow and 
all futurity belong to him—to day alone, is ours; he who looks 
forward, even till to-morrow, and is filled with anxiety and care, 
about what it will bring forth, in the ordinary operations of pro-— 
vidence, is walking by sight, not by faith. ‘Sufficient unto the 
day is the evil thereof.’ Nothing is so unbecoming the christian 
as distrust inthe care and goodness of God, our heavenly Father. | 
To look forward and attempt to pry into our future history, is 

most unwise. | DISCIPULUS. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


From BrotherGosney. ‘ Dear Brother,—We have not had the ancient gospel pro- 

Glaimed since Brother Burnet left us, excepting by the brethren who have labored to do 
80, and were not in the habit of public speaking before. Our being destitute of regu- 4 
preaching (or teaching, I think, has been of some advantage. We meet on the first 
day of the week, break bread, sing, pray, exhort, &c.: and in attending to this course, 
many of the brethren have become useful ; but we are weak and do not increase in 
numbers—(but | hope in the knowledge of the Lord.) We are surrounded by secta- 
rians, who use, almost every means, to prostrate us; and such is the prejudice of the 

age, that none but the called and gent, or at least professedly so, can bring out a 

congregation, (except our preachers.) 

Brother Rains will be here to night, and spend some four or five days with us, and I 
hope his labor will not be in vain. Will you be good enough to give notice in your pa- 

per of our intended meeting, requesting the attendance of ministering brethren. 


‘From Brother Henry J. Deaver, Deavertown. I am glad to see the eommencement 
of the series, headed, ‘ To the Ch . Our brethren here are chiefly of the old or- 
der, and some of them have not kept pace with the reformation. ong ta 


From P. §. Fall, Frankfort, Kentucky, August 14, 1832. ‘Dear Brother—I have just 
returned from Nashville, Tenessee, where I had the happiness of spending a week or 
ten days withthe brethren. Itgave me a degree of pleasure bean hardly deseribe, to 
find, that notwithstanding the most:violent,; and sometimes unprincipled opposition the 
disciples there have held fast their begun confidence ; and that, although they have not, 
since my removal, had any regular public proclamation of the word, except from mem- 
bers of their own body ,and the occasional visits of the distant brethren; yet that.their 
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number has increased, and especially that they have made great progress in the know” 
ledge of the word. For the sake of the unconverted, they desire greatly to have some 
more efficient public speaker than any one of them supposes himself to be: but I have 
no doubt that if they who are in the habit of speaking among them, would send a list of 
appointments ala mode, through Kentucky, they would be considered here, as equal to 
the most sensible speakers, and would return, armed cap a pie with all the panoply ne- — 
cessary to their being recognised as regular ‘ heralds of the Cross,’ by those whose pre- 
judices in favor of an authorized priesthood prevent them from seeing how ridiculous 
the idea, that three or four men, who say that they are vile sinners, and have hearts 
which are the seat of sin, and the sink of iniquity, and sometimes abuse themselves for 

‘ devils incarnate,’ can, by laying their hands upon the head of another sinner, such as 

themselves, make him holy. 1 had the pleascre of introducing four persons into the 

kingdom, during my stay. : 

‘T hope, in a few weeks, a congregation will be gathered in Frankfort, built upon the 
New Testament alone. 

There are a numbers of disciples in this vicinity, who are extremely desirous to enjoy 
more fully the happiness conferred upon the citizens of the kingdom, in the observance 
of the significant institutions that belong to it. The desire of the public, moreover, is 

_ excited,to hear those things which have been so mueh deeried, and against which, 
an Opposition so violent, has been exhibited in this place. 

From the beloved Brother Hayden, Western Reserve. ‘Brother 8. I have been on a 
tour through the north and east of Trumbull:—also to Fairfield, Greene, Columbiana, 
Deerfield, Palmyra, Rootstown and Portage. The Churches very much need instruc. 
tion and exhortation. In every place the effects of our labours were apparent; in three 
weeks sixteen were immersed; and notwithstanding various disadvantages, I have been 
enabled to speak ten or twelve times a week. I am resolved, however, to pursue a dif- 
ferent course in future; three or four discourses at once, in a place, is a preferable 
plan, for, if the churches are visited seldom, our visits should be good ones. The Ma- 

- eedonian cry, from the east, is so great, that I am determined to visit New York, 
in September, the Lord willing: every where the cry is, more help! more help! 

The good news your paper brings, fills my heart with joy, mine eyes with tears, 

and my mouth with singing and thanksgiving to God. God be praised: and may 

he bless brother S. and all who love and obey the truth, 

From Brother Reynolds, Granville, New York. The word of the Lord will pre- 
vail in this quarter.—Oh that it may fill the earth. Yours in the hope of life. 

\ From Brother Lucy, whom we love in the truth. ‘Dear Brother Scott, may 

heaven's blessing rest upon you, and may you, by sound doctrine, triumph over all 

opposition. I am still travelling and proclaiming the word, according to my best 

ability, and, while so many of my fellow mortals are obeying the gospel, surely 

the greatest encouraggment | have to persevere. On my last tour, thirty five were 

immersed for the remission of sins, aad the gift of the holy Spirit! A few days 

ago, an old lady of seventy years, obeyed, and while some stood on the bank, shed- 
@ ding tears of gratitude to God, others stood amazed, to behold so frail a mortal cast — 
_ herself thus upon the promises of God. In every settlement we visit, truth is gain- 

ing ground—old and young are searching for it, Blessed be the name of the Lord! 
‘When there was no eye to pity, he laid our hope upon one that was strong to de- 
liver. Glory to God, and to Jesus Christ, his Son. 

From Brother Willis W. Young, Mi. ‘Brother Scott, there is a few names even 
in Mississippi, that proclaim the ancient Gospel, but they meet with strong oppo- 
sition from sectarians of every name; send us help from Ohio, if possible. We 
are progressing slowly in the reformation, but there is a great opening for the re- 
formers, had we but public teachers. Yours in the hope of a blessed immortality. 
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From Brother Stamps, Grand Gulph, Claibourn County, Miss. ‘Brother Scott, I 
am much pleased with your paper, particularly your colloquy: no seetarian can 
confute it, though different from his traditions. Hoping we may both live to see 
the time, when our master will be the only Lawgiver to the christian Kingdom ,. I. 
am yours, in the hope of eternal life. 


From Brother Reed, Monroe Co. Ohio. ‘Brother S. I am just biivenel home: a 
few lines in haste. I do rejoice in God, that the gospel of Jesus is making rapid pro: 
gress through our land, and that in spite of oppusers, many are falling in love with the 
ancient gospel, as inculcated by us, and are rising to the high ground of reformation, 
which we have assumed ‘The Bible alone,’ Brother J. Lucy, G. T. Crist, and myself, . 
held forth at Cat Creek, when twelve souls made the good confession. The people 

were an honest hearted people, and gladly preferred truth to error. At another meet- 

ing, held three weeks before; seventeen confessed, and one of them, my greatest Oppo- 
ser: the friends of reform are much encouraged—they have every thing to hope, and 
nothing to fear—they are pleased with your Evangelist. May God enable you to perse. 
vere inthe work! Yours in the hope of eternal life. 

From Brother Scratton, Rochester, New York. Very dear sine, we have been 
receiving and reading in your publication, what we believe to be the pure theory of the 
| Bible, the genuine doctrine of Christ and the Apostles. 

' The all sufficiency of the written word to produce faith—the faith which forms the 
christian character,aud immersion for remission of sin, were first proclaimed by my- 
self, in these regions. Afterlabouring for some time, I was successful. I have immer- 
sed about one hundred believers. Glory to the Divinity. I have now the satisfaction 
of teaching in three congregations,—established, I trust,on the foundation of the Apos- 
tles and prophets; Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone. 

Ist.—-The church at Gates, nearRochester, contains between fifty and sixty in number. 
2nd—The Rochester church,’ recently organized, contains thirteen members. 
3rd—Elba church, fifteen members. 

I now immerse some, almost every Lord'sday. Bless the Lord O mysoul. B.S. 
The disciples in Covington, opposite Cincinnati, held a two day’s meeting last month, 

when fifteen presented themselves for remission. 

Brother Challen, Brother Andrews, Brother Ellis, and myself, were present, but 
father Stone was our chief speaker, and blessed be God, his labours were not in vain in 
the Lord! O how goodly a thing it is tobe under the Messiah and God, the means of 
turning men to righteousness. ‘The law of truth was in his lips, “ he did turn 
many to rightcousness.’— Malaehi.— Ed. 

From Brother John Tait, Lordstown, Ohio. Brother Scott, we have, here, been for 
sometime struggling to, have a church, (for Lordstown,) set off from the Warren ehurch. 
I hope our request will be granted us, next Lords day, when we shall set in order, the 
things that are a wanting. We are pleased,with many pieces in your Evangelist: hop- 
ing the brethren may have such respeet to the ordinances and commandments of Jesus 
Christ, that they may have a right to the tree of life, and enter through the gates into the 
city. Lam, &c. | 

_N. B. Daniel Eaton, Howland, and some of the infidels of Warren, have eombined 
and formed what they call an institute; endeavouring to prove the Seriptures falee. 
Judge King has successfully opposed them, though himeelf still in the kingdom of 
darkness. 

Q!- with what courage ought the aliens of Jesus to march forward—seeing Satan's 
Kingdom is divided against itself! I love to see soldiers do their duty. Farewell. | 
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GovVERNORS OF THE SEVERAL STATES AND TERRITORIES, 


of their respective Terms of Office. 


with the Manner of Expiration 


. | Elected Term 
Governors. | by the Term begins. expires. 
Maine Samuel E. Smith {People (January 
New Hampshire |Samuel Dinsmoor do. j|June 1831\J une 
Vermont Samuel C. Crafts- ‘do. [October 1830/Oct. 
Massachusetts* | Levi Lincoln do. |May  1831]\Jan. 
Rhode Island (Samuel H. Amold do. May 1831| May 
Connecticut -|John 8. Peters do. |May 1831| May 
iNew York Enos T. Throop do. jJanuary 183]\Jan. 
New Jersey {Peter D. Vroom Legislat. |October 1830\Oct. 
Pennsylvania j|George Wolf People Dec. 1829) Dec. 
Delaware David Hazzard do. j|Jan 1830 an. 
Maryland G. Hayward, ¢ acting; Legislat. |J uly 1831\Jan. 
| Virginia {John Floyd do. |Mar. 31, 1831)March 1834 
jNorth Carolina. | Montfort Stokes do. 1830/Dec. 1831 
South Carolina j|James Hamilton, Jr. | do. 1830)Dec. 
iGeorgia . George R. Gilmer [People 1829\Nov. 
Alabama John Gayle do, 1831|Nov. 
Mississippi Abraham M. Scott do. |January 1832\Jan. 
Louisiana A. B. Roman do. {January 1831\Jan. 
Tennessee William Carroll do. Sept. 1831|Sept. 
| Kentucky Thomas Metcalfe do. (Sept. 1828)Sept. 
Ohio Duncan McArthur do. /|Dec. 1830) Dec. 
jIndiana Noah Noble | do. /|Dec. 1831) Dec. 
Illinois John Reynolds do. Dec. 1830) Dec. 
| Missouri 7 {John Miller do. Nov. 1828)Nov. 
{Florida William P. Duvall | April 1831/April 
{Michigan George B. Porter Feb. 
| Arkansas John Pope :1829|Feb. 1 


With respect to those tididenis who have been elected more than once, the 


‘commencement of the term for which they were Jast elected is here given. 


In all the states except.New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, and 
South Carolina, the Governor is voted for by the people; and if no one has a 


‘majority of all the votes, in the states in which such a majority is required, the 


legislature elects to the office of Governor one of the candidates voted for by the 
people. In the state of Louisiana, the people give their votes, and the legisla- 
ture elects one of the two candidates who have the greatest number of votes. 

The Govemors of the Territories are appointed by the President of the Uni- 
ted States, with the consent of the Senate, for the term of thres yeuss. - 


of Massachusetts, here given, than full eat, ow: | 
tng to an amendment of the Constitytion. ee 
Daniel of 3, 1831, died July 10 
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